
Founded 45 years ago, Wine Road is an 
association of wineries and lodgings in the 
Alexander, Dry Creek, and Russian River 
valleys of Northern Sonoma County. From 
its modest beginning as an organization of 
nine wineries, it has grown into a spirited 
constellation of nearly 140 wineries and 35 
lodgings. Wine Road is an indispensible 
resource guiding visitors and locals alike 
through the scenic bi-ways and backroads 
of the three valleys, and points the way to 
the fine wine and exquisite cuisine of the 
region. 

Winding through some of the most 
picturesque wine country in California, Wine Road takes visitors on an exciting journey of natural beauty, 
superb tasting experiences, and memorable personal encounters with the state’s most devoted winemakers. 
Even for travelers already well acquainted with California wine country, Wine Road is likely to be uncharted 
territory--sure to imbue a fresh sense of discovery. Along the way are some of California’s oldest wineries, run 
by vintners whose commitment to tending the vines and producing world-class wines, true to the appellation, 
runs back generations.

Wine Road is also where modern, state-of-the-art wineries co-exist with small, artisanal producers for whom 
making wine is a way of life intertwined with the responsibilities of home and family. From Italian-style villas 
and French-style chateaux to boutique wineries, Wine Road provides a colorful glimpse into the world of 
winemaking. This is what makes traversing Wine Road a uniquely personal experience, and visitors will find 
their own enthusiasm for great wine reflected in the appreciation of these passionate producers.

This lively and committed organization has created a myriad of programs, events, and services certain to 
enhance any visitor’s experience of the region. The association hosts three celebrated wine events throughout 
the year: Winter WINEland in January; Barrel Tasting in March; and Wine and Food A�air in November, all of 
which bring thousands of visitors to the region.  

For additional information, or to request a free map, visit wineroad.com, call 707.433.4335 or via e-mail at 
info@wineroad.com. Keep up with Wine Road on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram. 
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In January 2014, Sonoma County 
Winegrowers announced their commitment 
to becoming the nation's first 100% 
sustainable wine region through a 
three-phased program to be completed 
within the next five years and numerous 
Wine Road vintners were on the front lines 
helping to reach that ambitious goal.  
Sustainability is no longer a hopeful option 
for the region, it’s a priority and its 
practices have quickly become part of 
long-term business strategies among the 
Northern Sonoma County wineries   and 
lodgings from the Russian River, Dry Creek 
and Alexander Valley AVAs. Wine Road 
members are enthusiastically embracing greener principles, from biodynamics and organics to dry farming 
and solar energy. 

Many wine growers and winemakers along the Wine Road have readily embraced dry farming practices as 
their primary source of sustainability. Dry farming, which relies entirely on rainfall, not only conserves water, 
making a vineyard’s growing practice more sustainable, but produces more concentrated grapes, intensifying 
the flavors, structure, and body of the resulting wines  . 

Our member wineries also practice sustainability through organic farming techniques, starting with 
non-chemical fertilizers and pest-management practices. Taking organics one step further, a handful of Wine 
Road wineries grow biodynamically—an integrated cultivation approach that treats the entire vineyard as a 
living system, with organic guidelines for fertilization and insect/predator management, as well as rules for 
planting, harvesting, and production.

Moreover, nearly half of the 50-plus wineries awarded Sonoma County Green Business certification are 
members of Wine Road.  This designation is given to businesses that meet certain requirements, including 
conservation of resources, pollution prevention, and waste reduction. 

What does all of this mean? Socially responsible Wine Road wineries and lodgings consider dedication to the 
environment a way of life not a fringe practice and embrace this modern business model, while continuing to 
produce some of the finest wines in the world.  

SUSTAINABILITY
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JANUARY: WINTER WINELAND
(Martin Luther King Jr.’s Birthday Weekend) 

A great opportunity to meet winemakers 
and taste limited-production wines. Enjoy 
a weekend of wine tasting, meeting 
winemakers, touring wineries, and winter 
themed décor. This event weekend is all 
about the wine. Tickets available online in 
advance starting the previous November 
at wineroad.com. 

MARCH: BARREL TASTING

(First weekend of March)

A chance to sample wines from the barrel 
and talk with winemakers. A special 
opportunity to purchase “futures,” often at 
a discount, then come back to the winery when the wine is bottled (typically 12-16 months later) and pick it 
up. Many wines are so limited, buying futures is your only chance to purchase the wine you like. Tickets 
available online in advance starting the previous January at wineroad.com.

NOVEMBER: WINE & FOOD AFFAIR
(The first full weekend of November)

Our premier event: a full weekend of wine and food pairings. Recipes served during the event will be found 
online in our event cookbook Tasting Along the Wine Road. Tickets available online in advance starting 
September 1st at wineroad.com. Advance ticket sales only, NO tickets at the door.

Look for additional events along the Wine Road, including our popular Breakfast with the Winemakers during 
our three annual events and Magical Mystery Tours.

ANNUAL EVENT DETAILS
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ALEXANDER VALLEY
This valley is named for 19th-Century pioneer Cyrus Alexander, explorer 
of Northern Sonoma County and resident of the area. Flanking the 
Russian River from Cloverdale to Healdsburg along heavily graveled 
bench lands are world-class Cabernet Sauvignon grapes. Considered 
one of the most diverse grape-growing regions in California, varieties 
including Chardonnay, Zinfandel, Merlot, and Sauvignon Blanc 
also prosper on the long, undulating valley floor and hillsides. 

Forty years ago, prunes and walnuts reigned supreme in the Alexander 
Valley, and the flatlands were dotted with bovine herds. Today, the 
lowlands produce Chardonnays that achieve a rich and flavorful 
ripeness. The warmer northern end of the valley favors Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Zinfandel, Merlot and newcomers such as French Syrah
and Italian Sangiovese. Vineyards that scale the hillsides surrounding the valley floor provide fruit with deep and 
complex flavors. Hunt around and you can also still find some of the most succulent prunes you’ve ever tasted.

Total acres: 76,900   •   Vineyard acres: 15,000   •   Number of wineries: 49, growing 23 di�erent grape varietals

DRY CREEK VALLEY
In many ways, Dry Creek Valley is quintessentially Sonoma County--where warm days are tempered by morning 
fog from the Pacific and food-friendly varieties like Sauvignon Blanc and Zinfandel boldly emerge, both on the 
narrow valley floor and the wooded hillsides above. 

Originally planted by French immigrants in 1870, Italian pioneers soon discovered a geography that was 
reminiscent of their native Tuscany and Piedmont. They planted Petite Sirah, Zinfandel, and Carignane to produce 
hearty red wines. Today, the leading varieties, after Zinfandel, include Cabernet Sauvignon, Sauvignon Blanc, and 
Merlot. The severe, stone-strewn soils are ideal for concentrated fruit and flavor characteristics, creating wines that 
are truly representational of the land.

The aptly named Rockpile AVA emerged from the northern tip of Dry Creek Valley in 2002. Known for its warm 
and sunny climate, and named for its rough and unrelenting terrain, this area cultivates rich Zinfandel, Petite Sirah, 
Syrah, and Cabernet Sauvignon.

Total acres: 78,387   •   Vineyard acres: 8876   •   Number of wineries: 81, growing 26 di�erent grape varietals
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RUSSIAN RIVER VALLEY
The Russian River Valley’s climate is what makes it notable. 
This low-lying flat plain extends south and west of Healdsburg 
as it winds its way along the Russian River and descends to 
meet the Pacific at Jenner, then makes it way toward the 
Golden Gate Bridge, ending about 55 miles north of this 
landmark. This area thrives due to the costal influences 
of the Pacific Ocean, which makes it an exceptional place 
for growing cool-climate grapes like Pinot Noir and Chardonnay.
The Russian River Valley is so expansive it has two smaller 
appellations: Green Valley and Chalk Hill. Green Valley is one of the 
smallest appellations in Sonoma County and is nestled in the southwest 
corner of the Russian River Valley. This area is greatly a�ected by the 
cooling coastal elements, which benefits the cool-climate grapes that flourish in these conditions. Chalk Hill, named 
for the volcanic soil that make up the area, is a unique little gem known for its outstanding varietals. Situated in the 
northeast corner, it is a�orded warmer temperatures, which allow whites to thrive along with Cabernet Sauvignon.
Russian River Valley Chardonnays are exceptional, being slightly more lean and refined than those of Alexander 
Valley, but the fruit is still developed enough to sustain months in oak barrels creating depth and complexity. The 
area is also internationally renowned for its Pinot Noirs. Multiple sub AVA’s with distinct soils and micro-climates 
allow for a diversity of flavor and styles. Warm days bracketed by cool foggy mornings and nights allow the 
delicate fruit to mature and develop in complexity while maintaining delicacy and acidity.

Total acres: 126,600   •   Vineyard acres: 15,000+   •   Number of wineries: 101 growing 30 di�erent grape varietals
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